Messy Church Newsletter—November 2009

Hello Messy Church friends,

Lots happening as ever across the Messy Church network with God moving in mysteriously messy ways. Do
keep on sending in your stories: our evening congregation of Sunday church listened with great delight to
one of your Messy Church stories from the website and were greatly encouraged thereby. Here are some
of the highlights from the last couple of months:

Messy Church in school

I've heard stories of several Messy Churches taking place in schools. It would be really good to build
up a collection of reflections of school-based Messy Churches in different settings, as it could be a
very useful way of serving the communities we live in. Jane Leadbetter’s L19 team in Liverpool were
invited in to run a Messy Church in a local non-church school in a predominantly Muslim area.

e Read how their first one went

Do let us know if you’ve had similar experiences.
Messy Church with Real Ale

And Sue Avery’s Messy Church has to take the biscuit (or should that be pork scratching?) for being
the first to run during a beerfest: now there’s something to pull in the crowds.

e Read more

Regional Coordinators(IGet-together

We were delighted to have the opportunity to spend a day with some of the regional coordinators
back in September to chew over some of the issues coming up in Messy Church and to cheer each
other on in the different regions. Important ideas were aired but even more importantly,
relationships were built up.

e Read more

Denmark

The launch of the Danish translation of Messy Churcheans the Danes in the Lutheran Church are all
set to build Messy Churches over there. Do pray for them all as they serve their communities in this
way, and admire their website - not much on it yet, but maybe in a while there will be lots of stories
featured—and photos for those of us whose Danish isn’t up to much.

e Read more about the launch of the Danish translation of Messy Church
e Visit the Danish Messy Church website



http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/4829.htm
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/4830.htm
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/4811.htm
http://www.messychurch.dk/
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/pages/4819.htm
http://www.messychurch.dk/
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Messy Christingle
Messy Church and the Children’s Society have worked together to provide a Messy Church outline for
Christingle, free from their website.

e View this Messy Church outline

The Messy Church Logo

Just a reminder that you can download the Messy Church logo and use it to help
advertise your Messy Church.

e Find out more and read the terms and conditions of use

Messy Tea

In Cowplain, we’ve just started a series of once-a-month Messy Teas for leaders and congregation,
based on ‘helping’ or ‘serving’. The idea is to have fun, eat, have a chance to reflect on what we do
and how we might do it better and have a chance to give it all to God.

We've only had one so far, at which vast amounts of cake were consumed and a generally good time
had by all. It’s too soon to tell what long-term effect this may have, but we have got a long list of
useful suggestions for improvements for our Messy Church that we’ll try out.

| will write it all up when we’ve field-tested it for a few more months in case it’s useful to anyone else.
If you're trying out any form of training that you think might be helpful for others to draw from, do let
us know.

Research into Messy Church

We're really chuffed to have the opportunity to work with Ripon College, Cuddesdon, to have some
theological research done into Messy Churches. We're looking into two areas: one is Anglican or Catholic
Messy Churches in London, and one is any Messy Church in a very deprived area, through the Church
Urban Fund. If your Messy Church fits into one of these categories and you would like to know more about
taking part, please contact us as soon as possible.

Two events for your diary
Hand in Hand, the Children@ Ministry and Family Ministry Conference in Eastbourne 22—-24 January

2010 will include various aspects of Messy Church and Faith at Home in the varied and useful
programme.



http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what_you_can_do/fundraising_appeals/christingle/create_a_christingle/church_resources/17598.html
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/4553
mailto:lucy.moore@brf.org.uk
http://www.familyministry.co.uk/Articles/134560/Family_Ministry_Web/Childrens_Ministry/Conference_training/2010_Conference/Travel_to_Eastbourne.aspx
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e Find out more

The Christian Resources Exhibition in Esher takes place from 11 to 15 May 2010 and will have a
Messy Church stream running for some of the time with chances to hear the story, consult with
experienced practitioners, have short presentations and discussions on relevant subjects and
generally cheer on messiness.

e Find out more

Life isfi2like a bookLife isf2logical or sensible or orderly. Life imassmost of the time. And
theology must be lived in the midst of thaess
The Revd Charles Caleb Colton (1780-1832)

With prayers for every Messy Church, its leaders, helpers and congregation, that in all the mess, our
faith will grow.

Lucy and the Messy Team at Barnabas

messychurch@brf.org.uk
www.messychurch.org.uk
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