
 

 
 

 

WANTED: A RIGHT BUNCH OF COWBOYS   
. . . and cowgirls! 
  
Do you regularly visit Pooleôs heaths such as Canford 
Heath? And would you like to get more involved in 
caring for these sites? 
 
If so, you can help us look after the grazing animals. 
Though the livestock are checked by trained staff daily, 
extra vigilance would be invaluable. For example, 
reporting damaged fencing or gates could prevent 
escapes, and keeping an eye on the animals would help 
us pick up problems early. And for you, getting to know 
the animals would bring new interest to your walks! 
 
We can offer training in basic animal welfare and what 
to look out for, and as a volunteer ñLookerò, we would 
keep you informed about animal happenings or moves. 
 
As well as the cattle on Canford Heath, there are two 
ponies grazing Bourne Bottom, Alderney, where weôre 
seeking volunteers to help us ensure their wellbeing.  
 
To see what would be involved, weôre inviting interested 
volunteers to try their hand checking cattle at Canford 
Heath under the guidance of Dorset Urban Heaths 
Grazing Partnershipôs Gary Clarke. To book contact 
Gary on 07823 534687 or Gary.Clarke@rspb.org.uk 
Other times can be arranged if there is demand. 

 
10.00 am - Sunday 18

th
 April 

10.00 am - Monday 19
th
 April 

2.00 pm - Wednesday 21
st
 April. 

 
In all cases, meet at Gravel Hill lay-by car park. Dogs on 
leads welcome. Please come prepared to walk for 1-2 
hours (depending on where exactly the cattle are!) 

Spring 2010 

Corfe Hills Grazing 
As part of the ongoing management of 
Pooleôs heathlands grazing livestock will 
soon be returning to Corfe Hills Local 
Nature Reserve. Initially this will be in the 
8 acres of South Block, areas that are 
already fenced. This is off Birkdale Road 
and has been grazed in the past by 
cattle and ponies. This time the area will 
initially be grazed by 4 Shetland Cattle. 
 
Later this year it is planned to extend the 
area of Corfe Hills grazed to cover 
Middle Block and heathland within 
Broadstone Golf Course and land 
managed by the Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation trust (formerly the 
Herpetological Conservation Trust). 
There will be notices on site to explain 
about this plan in more detail. 
 

Canford Heath Grazing 
Grazing on Canford Heath has now 
progressed into the next stage with 10 
Shetland Cattle grazing 260 acres in the 
north west corner of the heath. Later this 
year we will be looking into how to 
extend the grazing over the majority of 
Canford Heath. 

 Cattle grazing on Canford Heath 
Photo: Gary Clarke 
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Winter 2009 

 

Wildlife  
 
Dartford Warblers ï Cold winters are of serious 
concern for this species with it being on the northern 
edge of its range, the winter of 1962-3 nearly wiped 
the British population out completely. So concerns 
during the recent hard winter were high. Early signs 
are that in fact the Dorset population and in 
particular Pooleôs have come through in a pretty 
good state, with Dartford Warblers having been 
spotted on all our Urban Heaths in recent weeks as 
they start to set up their breeding territories. 
However, there is still great concern for other 
counties which suffered very heavy snowfall, as this 
is what causes the biggest problem for the species. 
Should this be the case the Dorset population will be 
all the more important. The RSPB have 
commissioned a survey on Canford, Bourne and 
Talbot, so we will have a much clearer picture by the 
next newsletter and likewise for other counties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sand Lizard & Common Lizards ï The recent 
rise in temperatures and longer days has started to 
awaken our reptilian friends with both Sand and 
Common Lizards having been seen on Canford, the 
first Sand Lizard sighting by the Natural Habitats 
team being on the 8

th
 March, later than recent years, 

but not unexpected! A number of Commonôs were 
basking along a track edge at Bourne Valley on 16

th
 

and no doubt many others are to follow.  With this in 
mind please remember, we welcome any sightings 
as these are invaluable records and help us monitor 
the populations on our urban heaths. Please 
remember that reptiles have varying amounts of 
protection so do not disturb and never try to handle 
them as you may be breaking the law and they are 
easily damaged. 

 

Terry Elborn 

Fire Hydrants 
 

There are six new fire hydrants on Canford Heath, 
which when added to the existing two gives a good 
spread of reliable water supply for fire fighting 
across most of the heath. These new hydrants 
were paid for by the Heathland Interim Planning 
Framework, which collects money from new 
additional housing in SE Dorset to fund work that 
helps to protect our rare and vulnerable heathland  

 

General Wildlife - Well I think we can say that 
spring has finally sprung - just! This is such an 
exciting time of year when everything comes to life 
and so there is so much to see. Bird migration is 
underway with the first Wheatears, Chiffchaffs, 
Sand Martins and a Swallow arriving across our 
shores since mid-March. We need to wait a little 
longer for the return of our Nightjars with them 
being one of the later migrants, but that familiar 
summer sound of the heaths will be present by the 
beginning of May. 
 
Butterflies have also started to emerge from 
hibernation, with Red Admirals, Peacocks, Small 
Tortoiseshells and Brimstones making a most 
welcome appearance and brightening up the days. 
 
So go on, get yourselves out on the heaths and 
enjoy the wildlife that we are so fortunate enough to 
have right on our doorstep! 

 
Records- If you have records you think we would 
be interested in, please contact the Natural Habitats 
team, we can send you maps for recording if 
needed.  Our next hope is to produce a recording 
sheet, available to volunteers that will be quick and 
easy to use, and at the same time aid us, by 
making it possible to upload the records straight 
into our wildlife recording database all in one hit.  
 
If you are thinking of carrying out a specific wildlife 
survey please let us know. We can ensure it isnôt 
affecting other works; necessary legal assents are 
obtained and also share the records to widen our 
knowledge of species. 
 

Natural Habitats Officers:  
01202 265 265  
leisure@poole.gov.uk 

Dartford Warbler, Corfe Hills  
Photo: Terry Elborn 



 

 

 

 

 

 Motorbike incidents ï Winter 09-10 
 
Motorbike incidents have continued to occur in the usual spots, but the UHP wardens and other site 
users reporting them to the Police are still helping the Police to target the problem areas and they are 
still getting out patrolling on their off-road bikes.  If you do see motorbikes on any of the sites or even 
very fresh tracks, please ring the non-emergency Police on 01202 222 222. 

 

Urban Heaths Partnership 
 
 
 
There has been a crime and it needs investigating! 
 
To tackle heathland arson the Urban Heaths Partnership 
have developed a new lesson along the lines of the 
popular TV program, CSI; Crime Scene Investigation. The 
lesson involves imagining a fire being caused on the local 
heath by arson and back in the lab the students have to 
investigate how it started. The evidence includes 
fingerprinting, DNA analysis or shoe treads ï the culprit 
needs to be found! 
 
Funding to develop this project came from the Community 
Cashback Scheme through Dorset Police.  It aims to help 
young people develop an understanding of the roles of the 
Police and Fire Service and appreciate the importance of 
heathlands through hands on work.   
 
These lessons are being used alongside trips out to their 
local heath, practical conservation and other lessons 
looking at the heathland habitats. The Seasonal Wardens 
are now all employed to work alongside the so you are 
likely to see one of the new wardens on the heath through 
out the summer. 
 
If you would like more details please contact Sarah Doel on 
01202 642785 
 

 
 

 
 
 

www.dorsetdogs.org.uk  
 
Dorset Dogs is an initiative to help dog 
owners enjoy and protect Dorsetôs 
countryside. It has been developed by a 
working group of the Urban Heaths 
Partnership in south-east Dorset. 
 
The initiative is funded through the 
Heathland Interim Planning Framework 
Mitigation Fund and Natural Englandôs 
Access Management Grant Scheme. 
 
Dorset Dogs has its own website, with 
lots of useful information for dog owners 
including local events, activities and safe 
areas suggested for exercising dogs. 
 
A new ñDoggy Do Codeò to help dog 
walkers enjoy these areas is also a key 
part of the website. Dog owners can sign 
up to Dorset Dogs on the website and 
receive a free metal dog tag, dog identity 
cards which owners can carry and add a 
photo of their dog to keep in case their 
dog should get lost and discounts and 
offers on dog related products. 
 
The ñDoggy Do Codeò is also available in 
leaflet format. 
 
Dorset Dogs was officially launched at a 
Doggy Festival on Sunday 28

th
 March 

2010 at Poole Park. 
 

For further information  
contact the Urban  
Heaths Partnership  
office on  
01202 642787 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Volunteer winter work parties  
 
Another season of winter work parties has now finished 
and may I first say a very big thank you to all those that 
lent a hand and to the task leaders, your time has made a 
huge difference. After the 2008/9 season lost momentum, 
we are pleased to say that the 2009/10 season went well. 
Our friendly work parties are getting a new head of steam, 
which is fantastic and the work this season has achieved 
the following benefits: 
 

On Canford Heath - the cutting down of young trees 
before they get to a size that needs serious resources to 
remove them, and the removal of big stands of non-native 
Rhododendron which smothers all the native plants that 
make our heaths so important. 
 

On Ham Common - breaking up blocks of European 
Gorse, giving heathers and grasses a chance to develop 
and creates bare ground for Reptiles and Invertebrates, 
this doubles up as fire management. This coppicing also 
creates a differing age structure, the younger re-growth 
offering ideal nesting sites for Dartford Warbler and other 
bird species. 
 

On Broadstone Heath ï the removal of young trees, in 
particular around the perimeter.  This keeps the mature 
tree line in check, eliminating encroachment onto the 
heath. This incorporated the opening up of a small pond 
which was beginning to get shaded, this is now open once 
more and of use to a whole host of dragonflies, if the dogs 
donôt keep using it for a wallow that is! 
 
Not all tasks ran, due to rain and even snow and ice, 
though some dedicated volunteers even battled through 
these elements! There were 35 tasks across the sites, with 
the most on Canford Heath, due to this being the largest 
site which requires the most work. Altogether the area of 
pines tackled on Canford by volunteers was an impressive 
1.25 Hectares (approximately). This will certainly be a 
challenge to beat for next season. Please see the autumn 
newsletter for tasks during the 2010/11 season. 
 
May I also take this opportunity to plead for more 
volunteers. As you have read our winter work parties really 
do make a difference. Our groups are always friendly and 
the more the merrier and of course many hands make light 
work. Itôs always good to see new faces and itôs a great 
way to keep fit and meet new friends. Thanks again to 
everyone that joined any of the work parties, we look 
forward to seeing you all again later this year. 
 

 

   

Fires ï Winter 09-10 
 
It has been very quiet this winter period, 
but this can probably be put largely down 
to the weather which has seen regular 
wet spells and snow throughout the 
winter.  Potentially the cold has kept any 
tempted to start fires indoors, as well as 
keeping moisture levels on the 
vegetation high.   
 
Talbot Heath made good recovery 
progress as far as the plants are 
concerned thanks in part to the wet 
periods during the summer preventing 
additional drought stress, however there 
is still some way to go before it is even 
halfway back to the condition it was in 
before.  Please aid this recovery by 
keeping to the main paths and staying off 
any that were uncovered by the fire to 
give the plants and animals the best 
chance to recover without disturbance. 
 
The fire defendable lines have once 
again been cut on all of heaths, with 
some being made slightly wider to either 
increase the width of short vegetation in 
relation to fire control or to reduce the 
need for cutting the sides of paths back 
in the summer. If they do need cutting 
there will be room to leave a refuge area 
for the reptiles. This gives us the 
opportunity to use less labour intensive 
methods, providing the routes are still 
checked for reptiles before cutting in 
case they have ventured further out in 
the shorter vegetation than expected.  
 
The DFRS have also launched a new 
project to help them with putting a 
presence out on the heaths during high 
fire risk periods. They have obtained 
some bicycles that will enable them to 
get around the sites and allow them to 
get to know those using the sites to 
spread the message about the risks 
heath fires, particularly among the 
younger site users. 
 

Fire maps  
These will be sent to you all soon. 
Please be aware that some gate signs 
will soon be adjusted to match the maps. 

 



 

 

 

Habitat management  
 

General  
In addition to the developing Annual and Planned 
heathland management programmes, we have 
provided support to enable the Canford Heath 
Nature Reserve Management Plan to move towards 
completion.  This will provide the Natural Habitats 
team with a document for the annual to 5-year work 
programmes for Canford Heath and associated 
heathland such as Bourne Valley and Ham 
Common.   
 
These are great steps forward in planning the use of 
resources for managing these internationally 
important habitats, particularly with the additional 
funding available from the Higher Level 
Stewardship/Grazing Partnership.  This fund has 
already enabled much important maintenance work 
on all key heathlands last winter, helping to move 
them towards Favourable Condition, a Natural 
England target for the heathland SSSIôs (for more 
information, see the following page). 
 

Canford Heath  
We had work to remove pines and birch from 8 
locations with contractors and 5 with volunteers this 
winter, making great inroads into the scrub/tree 
encroachment.  It is hoped that provided we can 
continue at this level over the next 3 to 4 years that 
we will have the majority of heath back to the open 
heather and gorse dominated habitat that it should 
be.  In addition to this, it is important that we begin a 
similar programme to tackle the really tiny (foot high) 
trees that spring up each year and threaten to undo 
all this good work.   
 

 

    

Canford Heath before and after the pine removal 
Photo: Karen Elborn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canford Heath before and after the pine removal 

Talbot Heath  
We have improved the fire access down the middle 
of the slope affected by the largest fire last spring, 
after consultation with Natural England. They were 
only concerned that we didnôt alter the wetter 
section of this area to far as it is part of the area 
designated as RAMSAR, which recognises its 
importance as a wetland, particularly for birds and in 
particular their use of it on migration.  
 
3 areas of the site also had scrub/tree management 
to push back the encroaching wooded areas and 
remove the birch that was starting to take over the 
slope below St Aldhelms School.  Some paths on 
the south east side of the path have been made a 
muddy by works vehicles and they will be assessed 
to see if work is needed once they have had a 
chance to dry out. 

 Pond work at Scott Road 
Photo: Karen Elborn 

Bourne Valley  
This winter saw the continuation of the programme 
of works to manage fire risk near properties, with 
the removal of both trees and gorse where they 
were presenting a higher concern.  We also 
succeeded in opening up two sections of the 
Bourne stream to link the heath for insects.  Stump 
treatment was carried out to prevent the gaps 
growing back, at least for the foreseeable future.   
 
Work was carried out on the ponds at Scott Road 
and on Bourne Valley Park, which might have 
appeared a little messy at first but have since 
settled nicely.  However the weather prevented us 
from removing the arisings, this will be addressed 
once the ground has dried out this spring. 

 
 


